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Mark your Calendar :
----------------------------
* January 7 – BCCC Citizenship Classes Winter Term Begins

* January 16 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (federal holiday) 

* January 18 – USCIS offers a special swearing-in ceremony at the Reginald F. Lewis Museum of African American History & Culture in Baltimore in honor of MLK, Jr. Day. BCCC citizenship students attend.  

Program Updates :
-------------------------
[image: http://learningassistanceprogram.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/welcome-back-chalkboard-sign400.gif]Our Winter 2012 term has begun! The term begins January 7th and continues until March 29th. We have added some exciting new locations in order to serve more of Maryland’s citizenship eligible immigrants in conjunction with our AmeriCorps partnerships.
    The Korean Resource Center is located at 10176 Baltimore National Pike, Ellicott City, MD. This community-based organization promotes good health initiatives and generally serves the Korean population of the Howard County area. This is not the first time we have partnered with the Korean community. For 
schedule please go to our website: www.bccc.edu/citizenship.

A Little History: 
---------------------
Why do we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day as a federal holiday? Who was this man? It is important to know a little bit about Dr. King. since he is the subject of one of the 100 history and government questions. 
    Every January, the third Monday is designated a federal holiday in honor of Dr. King’s contributions to American society. In the 1950s and 1960s, Dr. King established himself as the national leader of the nonviolent civil rights movement. He peacefully led boycotts and staged protests against segregation in the South. He also focused on voting rights. Dr. King galvanized the nation with his famous “I Have a Dream Speech” and eventually won the prestigious Nobel Peace Prize. For his efforts promoting equality and liberty, Dr. King’s message of hope and inspiration is celebrated every January across the country.

Completing the Application
-------------------------------------
[image: http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/art/mlk/index.jpg][image: http://www.enterpriseconnect.gov.au/howtoapply/PublishingImages/HANDPEN2.jpg]When filling out the Form N-400, Application for Naturalization, notice that the form has two basic parts. The first part is where one describes him/herself: name, address, employment, marital status, etc. This should be fairly easy to complete. The second part of the application is more complex. The applicant is asked very specific questions about his/her present and past. For example, these questions deal with criminal history, paying taxes and how to support the United States if a war occurs.






















	many years, BCCC offered citizenship classes at the Greenmount Senior Center in Baltimore City. The new class meets Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7-9 and is taught by AmeriCorps member Meg McDonald.
    Life and Discovery, The Learning Institute 
for Enrichment & Discovery, which is located in Frederick, MD, is offering more access to citizenship instruction. Life and Discovery is now expanding to two classes per week. One class is offered at the Life and Discovery office, located at 629 North Market Street, every Monday from 7-9 PM. The second class is located at Trinity Methodist Church, 703 W. Patrick Street. This class takes place every Friday from 6-9 PM. AmeriCorps members Lan Smith, Janice Ying and Pamela Munjal are teaching these classes for BCCC.
    Additionally, we are considering using volunteers to lead a tutoring class at the Wheaton Library for the Montgomery County population. There are already two citizenship courses taught at the Wheaton Library on Saturdays. We are excited at the opportunity to help even more students prepare for the citizenship interview and we will keep everyone informed.
[image: http://www.visualphotos.com/photo/2x4729723/School_teacher_teaching_in_a_classroom_u13031821.jpg]    An important thing to remember is the following: Even though our winter classes have already begun, it is never too late for a student to register. Eligible students can begin attending citizenship classes at any time. As always, a green card and social security card are required for class registration along with residency in the U.S.A. for at least four years. If there are any questions, please refer to the contact information at the end of this newsletter. For the complete Winter 2012
    To be able to answer these questions, it is
extremely important to understand the vocabulary. Since this is an official document used by the government, the language used can be complex and difficult to understand. The solution is to learn and thoroughly understand what the longer, confusing words mean. Be sure that the applicant understands the vocabulary and each part of the question. Also, make sure s/he can provide a short explanation or definition for the difficult words. For a guide, see the following examples of how to simplify a question. 
  
Examples of difficult questions: “Have you ever been a habitual drunkard?” (Part 10 D, #22a)
 “Have you ever persecuted any person because of race, religion, national origin….?” (Part 10 B, #11)
 “If the law requires it, are you willing to bear arms on behalf of the United States?” (Part 10 H, #37)
    What do these words mean? It is necessary to understand the question before answering it. The officer may ask for the definition of a word. S/he really wants to make sure the applicant understands the important question being asked.
    For example, to persecute means to treat someone cruelly or unfairly because they are different. A habitual drunkard is a person who drinks too much alcohol. To bear arms means to carry a gun/to fight (in order to protect the U.S. if there is a war).
    
Volunteers:
------------------
We have enthusiastic volunteers who are able to assist with 1-on-1 tutoring, ESL and general class help. Please contact Meg McDonald at 410.580.2759 or mmcdonald@bccc.edu if you have a student in mind that needs some general assistance or has an upcoming interview and requires extra practice. 
---------------------------------------------------------------
www.bccc.edu/citizenship
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