Technical Standards





Technical standards are non academic competencies that all students must demonstrate during their program.  Within our post-secondary setting technical standards should be focused on demonstrating an individual's skill or ability rather than a physical attribute.  As such, students with disabilities should be expected to meet the same academic and performance standards as other students in the program or course.  The program may not set technical standards that exclude students because of their disability.  Assistive technology may compensate for disabilities but students must be able to demonstrate all necessary competencies.

When writing technical standards, focus on the what and why of each competency and not the how.  Technical standards must contain observable performance criteria that can be reliably applied.  In creating technical standards, some questions to ask are:

· Does the standard relate to the core aspects of the academic program? 

· Is it necessary for licensure? 

· Is it related to safe performance of the job or profession?

For Example:  Instead of "the student must be able to lift 40 lbs. to a height of 34 inches," it is better to write, "be able to move heavy objects into position to accomplish repair work."

Elements of legitimate standards establish a skill or ability rather than a medical condition and relate directly to:

· Essential aspects of the program 

· Academic or programmatic success 

· Skills necessary to obtain licensure 

· the safe performance of the skills the program seeks to develop

Your technical standards should be reviewed on a regular basis, 3-5 years, to make sure they are still appropriate to the field of study and that technology has not altered the ability to do a job.
